118. THE VISIT OF LORD SELBORNE

Today Lord Selborne arrives in Durban, having spent most of the
week in Natal1. In common with the rest of the community, we most hear-
tily give our humble welcome. Lord Selborne has been in South Africa
only a short while, but already he has gained the confidence of all sec-
tions of the people that he will do his duty to everyone without fear or
favour. In many ways, His Excellency will find Natal different from the
sister-Colonies. Natal presents some interesting problems for study, in
that it has a large Native population with a comparatively small white
population; which is dependent for the chief industries under its control
upon a large indentured Indian population. The presence of the latter
has naturally attracted to the Colony Indians of the trading class. We
trust that, during his short stay, His Excellency will be able to give some
of his valuable time to a study of the British Indians in Natal who form
by common consent one of the most loyal and law-abiding sections of
His Majesty's subjects. And we hope with the rest of the community that
His Excellency and family will enjoy their visit to the Garden Colony
and carry with them pleasant recollections.
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119. THE BUBONIC PLAGUE
Plague has come to stay. It is the annual messenger which, year
after year, comes as a warning against darkness, filth and overcrowding.
Wherever it has once appeared, it has hitherto unfailingly reappeared
with more or less regularity. News has arrived that it has travelled as
far as Chinde2, From there to Durban is not a far cry. It, therefore,
behoves every good citizen to take the necessary precautions to ward off
the fiend. There should be no disguising of the fact that Indians are
more susceptible to the ravages of plague than other communities, even
as are the whites more liable to catch typhoid fever than the Indians,
The latter, therefore, have to be doubly careful All the surroundings of
dwelling-houses and business premises should be kept perfectly clean.
People should get as much light, sun and air as possible, and all sus-
pected cases should be promptly reported to the authorities. These few
simple precautions would be far more effective than a large expenditure,
or^ rather, waste of money, after the disease has once made its appearance.
Leaders of the Indian community have in this respect a clear duty to
1 An obvious mistake for 'the Transvaal', which Lord Selborne had toured earlier in
the week.   Vide the preceding item.
2 A sea-port in Portuguese B East Africa, to the north of Durban